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the claims of the rival Emperors. It needed more than
the remote admonitions of the Holy See to rekindle the
exhausted and desponding fanaticism of Christendom.
Without a Peter the Hermit, or a St. Bernard, Urban II.
and Eugenius III. would not have precipitated Europe
upon Asia. The successor of these powerful preachers,
it was hoped, had appeared in Fulk of Neuilly.11 Already
Fuik of ha(l Fulk of Neuilly displayed those powers of
Neuiiiy. Devout eloquence, which work on the conta-
.gious religious passions of multitudes. The clergy of
Paris and its neighbourhood were not famous for their
;self-denial, and Fulk of Neuilly had been no exception
to the common dissoluteness. He had been seized,
however, with a paroxysm of profound compunction; ha
was suddenly a model of the severest austerity and
devout holiness. He became ashamed of his ignorance,
especially of the Holy Scriptures; he, a teacher of the
people, wanted the first elements of instruction. He
began to attend the lectures of the learned men in
.Paris, especially of the celebrated Peter the Chanter.
With style and tablet he noted down all the vivid and
emphatic sentences which he heard; he taught to his
parishioners on Sunday what he had learnt during
the week. He wrought unexpected wonders on the
minds of his simple hearers: his fame spread; he was
invited to preach in neighbouring churches. He himself
was hardly aware of his powers, till on a memorable
sermon preached in the open street, that of Ohaupel, in
Paris, to a crowd of clergy and laity, his hearers sud-
denly began to tear off their clothes, to throw away
their shoes, to cast themselves at his feet, imploring

* Raaulf Ue Coggeshalle and James de Vitry are most full on Fulk of Neuilly j
the other authorities, in Michaud, Wilken, and Hurter.